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JFffey & Quzanne Citron lay thefoundation
P that ahascan build a bdte future

rielle residentJefrey
Citron is  known
around the globe as
the chairman and CEO
of Vonage the leading
proider of an innoatie

charity but it@ even nicerto give
moneyto a charity where your
fundsmakea materialdifference
in their ability to buy servicesor
to accomplishwhatever mission
they have setforth O

that allows customersio obtain
telephoneserviceover a high-
speednternetconnection.

But while the compancontin:
ues to make headlinesfor its
growing successmary may be
unavareof a personapassiorof
Mr. Citron@ that he shareswith
his wife Suzannel giving back
to the community through
numerousphilanthropicendea-
ors.

The couple,who areboth 35,
formed the Chares Laitte
Foundationin 1999 N three
yearsafter marryingandmoving
to Brielle N asaway to provide

While the

is large, havever, the hearts of its
two co-foundersareeven bigger
Mr. Citron said he and his wife,
who are both Brooklyn natives,
believe it is their social obliga-
tion to give backto the commu
nity.

Olthink everyoneshouldhave
a strong social tieO he said.
OEeryonecangive thingsin a
differentway, somepeoplevol-
unteer their timeEsome people
helpraisecapitalfor projects.

OWe try to use our relation
shipsin the corporatecommuni

of the child work that we® done
for a long time but we@ never
doneit in a really formalized
wayOhe said.

They enlistedthe help of a
close family friend, Jennifer
Vertetis,who senesasthe presi
dert of the foundation. Mrs.
Citron said that Ms. Vertetisis
responsiblefor sorting through
the approximately 80 grant
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Mrs. Citron N whom Mr.
Citron describedasthe Oding
forceCbehindthe foundationi

every week.

OV receive a tremendous
amount of grant requeds a
weekOMrs. Citron said. OI8
very tough becausesometimes
you have a wonderful letter

variedasa hospitallooking for a
new wing to a smallerorganiza
tion hopingfor its wish list to be
fulfilled.

OThelarger the facility, the
largertherequesQshesaid.Olt§)
abroadranged

abouta greatorgar
doesnOfit our mission so we
have to takea passon it.O

If Ms. Vertetisfinds a particu

he holds an annu
al charity golf tournament, which
this year berefited Deirdre@
House,a centerfor childrenin

ty alongwith per
ships to then try and delop pro

financial supportto
children® adocay, medcal
researchandthe arts.According
to Mr. Citron, the foundationin
the last few yearshasdonated
well over $2 million to a variety
of suchprograms.

OWe hopewhen we pick our
programsthat the fundswe give

gramsto so
it@ our funds cojoined with
individual fundsPhe added.
Speing from the coupke®
majestichomeon Linden Lane
overlooking the Manasquan
River last Friday, Mr. Citron

lar at

who have sufered

,shesend:
on the request for véew by Mrs.
Citron, who, alongwith herhus
band, senes as trusteeof the
foundation.

The foundation®web site at
www.charleslafte.org states that
their missionis Otoprovide for

. " -

abuseor neglect or witnessed
domeste violence. Established
in 1994, Deirdre&House,for-
mety known as The Deirdre
0OBrierChild AdvocacyCenter
is theonly sitein Morris County
wherea child victim underthe

vievedand

the
foundaton was really just an
- i .

wentive

ageof 12
i law

Oltdreally easyto say you
want to give mong to children
but it@ really dificult to saywell
how abouta safehousefor chil-
dren where the non-offending
parent can bring their child,O
Mrs. Citron said. Ofhis is]
probably the hardes thing to
standup andtalk about,whereas
a sick child is easier to tak
about,soit wasa moredifficult
one®

Mr. Citron saidthatabouttwo
decadesago, children in those
situationswould have beentaken
by a Division of Youth and
Family Services representagito
a police station, where they
could have recevved a medical
exaninaion. He noted that
police stations are typically asso
ciated with Owherebad people
goON makingit confusingfor
the child being treated and delay
ing the therap he or she needs in
orderto recover.

Mrs. Citron, who makesa site
visit to the oganizations selected
by Ms. Vertetis,said shewas so
impressed by the two femalelv
unteersanattorng and a child
i are both now

tive waysof

eir long-ti

their ability to operateébhe said.
Oltdnice to give moneyto a big

portof numerougharities.
Oltéreally an outcropof alot

and others around
themto lead healtly, satisfying
andenrichedivesO

medically examinedand treated
by a pediatric aluse specialist,
preparedfor trial and clinically
counseledll underoneroof.

For Brielle resident Jeffrey Citron [above], a dog really is manOsbest friend N he and his wife, Suzanne, named their charitable
family foundation, the Charles Lafitte Foundation, after one of their five dogs, a black labrador retriever . The foundation, which was
founded in 1999, focuses on education, childrenOsadvocacy, medical research and the arts. It has donated millions of dollars to
numerous organizations, from funding a gym for the Brielle Police Benevolent Association, to raising $450,000 for DeirdreOsHouse,
a child advocacy center in Morristown that provides services for children under 12 who are victims of abuse.

N

I look fol
tinuing ou o

the founda tion and

tering people Odives.
N Jennife Vertetis
Presidenofthefoundation

s in
fulfilling the mission of

on-

bet-

money and
are the backbone now
of our whole technolog y

gerces

system.

N Josephorrone
Brielle ShoolSupeintendent

which houses the police
deparment® gym.

N Micha¢ Palme
Brielle PoliceChief

mothers,who were running the
certer when she visited She
explained the oranizatior®
fundswere depletedat the time
andit had startedto cut those

resourcesofew.

OThebig guysgeta lot,OMrs.
Citron said. Olt§the small guys
andIOmaiwaysout therelooking
for them. So if | can actuallyrid
a small guy and take themto a
level where peopleare actually
hearingaboutthem now, they@
getwhatthey needd

Shesaid shereadsand surfs
the web looking for just those
charities. By finding the less-
known organizationsthat arein
needof helpandproviding them
somesupport,Mrs. Citron said
the foundaton hopes to raise
public avarenesf the positive
impactthesegroupshave on the
community

OSo mansmaller charities are
overlooked and it is wonderful to
be a part of something that
males a differenceon a grass
roots, as well as a naiond,
level OMs. Vertetissaid.Olknow
the heartandeffort Suzanneand
Jefrey put into the foundation
andthe organizationswe choose
to fundO

Mr. Citron said the founda
tion® third annualgolf classic,
held June 6 at Due Process
Stables Golf Course in Colts
Neck, raised $450,000 for
Deirdre®House.

Another oganization that ben
efitted from the foundation®

staf 10 were being
paidjustto survive.

Olwas just amazedat what
the could do on such little
funds® Mrs. Citron explained,
Oandhey truly believein it.O

Sheexplainedthatthefounda
tion focuses on groups like
Deirdre© House, since their
needs are so great and their

AL
Brielle residents Jeffrey and Suzanne Citron [above] purchased their Linden Lane property in
1996. They knocked down the two homes that once stood on the property and construct ed their

current home, which sits o

is Happiness is
Camping,a sleepavay campin
Blairstovn for children with
carcer Mr. and Mrs. Citron said
they were bath extremely moved
by this paticular program.
Olwas crying a my site visit,
cryingdMrs. Citron sad.
OWnhasthad akout this pro-
gram is tha some of these kids

the

will nat be there next yea,OMr.
Citron added Orhey@e going to
camp and they know they Ge
going to die, they know it. There
is not much dse tha can bedone
but they will try.O

Thecampis free of chage, and
is swppated by donaions tha
come from sources like the
Charles Lafitte Fourdaion. The
medica staff, dodors and nurss,
all from the Memorial Sloa-
Kettering Cancer Certer in New
York donaetheir timeto provide
medical supervision of the high-
estquality for the children who
attend.

OThy can receve all trea-
ments there; they don® have to
miss a beatOMrs. Citron said.
OThg can do chemo and radia-
tion there and not to have miss
campd

She said what makes
Happiness is Camping, which
accepts childrenfrom all over the
country so unique is that it
allows children who are sick to
bring their siblings along, aswell.

OYu have three children you
wart them al to go to canp
togetherbut you canOtbecause
oneis really suffering. You can
send them all together as afami
ly [at Happinessis Canping]O
she sail. OI® a highly unusua
thing, many camps do nat do
thatO

Mr. Citron sad fundsfrom the
Charles Lafitte Foundation wert
toward a new infirmary at the
camp. Giventha the camp is not
an actud hosptal, he sdd the
mong helped ensure that the
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River.



