
rielle resident Jeffrey
Citron is know n
around the globe as
the chairman and CEO
of Vonage, the leading

p r ovider of an innova t ive
telecommunications technology
that allows customers to obtain
telephone service over a high-
speed Internet connection. 

But while the company contin-
ues to make headlines for its
growing success, many may be
unaware of a personal passion of
Mr. CitronÕs that he shares with
his wife Suzanne Ñ giving back
to the community through
numerous philanthropic endeav-
ors. 

The couple, who are both 35,
formed the Charles Lafi t t e
Foundation in 1999 Ñ  three
years after marrying and moving
to Brielle Ñ as a way to provide
financial support to education,
c h i l d r e n Õs advo c a cy, medical
research and the arts. According
to Mr. Citron, the foundation in
the last few years has donated
well over $2 million to a variety
of such programs. 

ÒWe hope when we pick our
programs that the funds we give
them makes a material impact in
their ability to operate,Óhe said.
ÒItÕs nice to give money to a big

charity but itÕs even nicer to give
money to a charity where your
funds make a material difference
in their ability to buy services or
to accomplish whatever mission
they have set forth.Ó

While the foundationÕs wallet
is large, however, the hearts of its
two co-founders are even bigger.
Mr. Citron said he and his wife,
who are both Brooklyn natives,
believe it is their social obliga-
tion to give back to the commu-
nity.

ÒI think everyone should have
a strong social tie,Ó he said.
ÒEveryone can give things in a
different way, some people vol-
unteer  their timeÉsome people
help raise capital for projects.

ÒWe try to use our relation-
ships in the corporate communi-
ty along with personal relation-
ships to then try and develop pro-
grams to raise money as well, so
i t Õs our funds co-joined with
individual funds,Óhe added.

Speaking from the coupleÕs
majestic home on Linden Lane
overlooking the Manasquan
R iver last Friday, Mr. Citron
explained that the creation of the
foundation was really just an
extension of their long-time sup-
port of numerous charities.

ÒItÕs really an outcrop of a lot

of the child work that weÕve done
for a long time but weÕd never
done it in a really formalized
way,Óhe said. 

They enlisted the help of a
close family friend, Jennifer
Vertetis, who serves as the presi-
dent of the foundation. Mrs.
Citron said that Ms. Vertetis is
responsible for sorting through
the approximately 80 grant
requests the foundation receives
every week. 

Ò We receive a tremendous
amount of grant requests a
w e e k ,ÓMrs. Citron said. ÒItÕs
very tough because sometimes
you have a wonderful letter
about a great organization that
doesnÕt fit our mission so we
have to take a pass on it.Ó

If Ms. Vertetis finds a particu-
lar organization that meets the
foundationÕs mission, she sends
on the request for review by Mrs.
Citron, who, along with her hus-
band, serves as trustee of the
foundation. 

The foundationÕs web site at
www.charleslafitte.org states that
their mission is Òto provide for
and support inventive and effec-
tive ways of helping people help
t h e m s e l ves and others around
them to lead healthy, satisfying
and enriched lives.Ó

Mrs. Citron Ñ whom Mr.
Citron described as the Òdriving
forceÓ behind the foundation Ñ
explained that the requests are as
varied as a hospital looking for a
new wing to a smaller organiza-
tion hoping for its wish list to be
fulf illed. 

ÒThe larger the facility, the
larger the request,Óshe said. ÒItÕs
a broad range.Ó

The foundation holds an annu-
al charity golf tournament, which
this year benefited DeirdreÕs
House, a center for children in
Morristown who have suffered
abuse or neglect or witnessed
domestic violence. Established
in 1994,  DeirdreÕs House, for-
merly known as The Deirdre
OÕBrien Child Advocacy Center,
is the only site in Morris County
where a child victim under the
age of 12 can be interviewed and
videotaped by law enforcement,
medically examined and treated
by a pediatric abuse specialist,
prepared for trial and clinically
counseled all under one roof. 

ÒItÕs really easy to say you
want to give money to children
but itÕs really difficult to say, well
how about a safe house for chil-
dren where the non-off e n d i n g
parent can bring their child,Ó
Mrs. Citron  said. Ò[This is]
probably the hardest thing to
stand up and talk about, whereas
a sick child is easier to talk
about, so it was a more difficult
one.Ó

Mr. Citron said that about two
decades ago, children in those
situations would have been taken
by a Divi sion of Youth and
Family Services representative to
a police station, where they
could have received a medical
examination. He noted that
police stations are typically asso-
ciated with Òwhere bad people
goÓ Ñ making it confusing for
the child being treated and delay-
ing the therapy he or she needs in
order to recover.

Mrs. Citron, who makes a site
visit to the organizations selected
by Ms. Vertetis, said she was so
impressed by the two female vol-
unteers, an attorney and a child
psychologist who are both now
mothers, who were running the
center when she visited. She
explained the orga n i z a t i o n Õs
funds were depleted at the time
and it had started to cut those
staff members who were being
paid just to survive. 

ÒI was just amazed at what
t h ey could do on such l ittle
funds,Ó  Mrs. Citron explained,
Òand they truly believe in it.Ó

She explained that the founda-
tion focuses on groups l ike
D e i r d r e Õs House, since their
needs are so great and their

resources so few.
ÒThe big guys get a lot,Ó Mrs.

Citron said. ÒItÕs the small guys
and IÕm always out there looking
for them. So if I can actually find
a small guy and take them to a
level where people are actually
hearing about them now, theyÕll
get what they need.Ó

She said she reads and surfs
the web looking for just those
charities. By finding the less-
known organizations that are in
need of help and providing them
some support, Mrs. Citron said
the foundation hopes to raise
public awareness of the positive
impact these groups have on the
community.

ÒSo many smaller charities are
overlooked and it is wonderful to
be a part of something that
makes a difference on a grass-
roots, as well  as a national,
level,ÓMs. Vertetis said. ÒI know
the heart and effort Suzanne and
Jeffrey put into the foundation
and the organizations we choose
to fund.Ó

Mr. Citron said the founda-
tionÕs third annual golf classic,
held June 6 at Due Process
Stables Golf Course in Colts
Neck, raised $450,000 for
DeirdreÕs House. 

Another organization that ben-
e fitted from the foundationÕs
generosity is Happiness is
Camping, a sleepaway camp in
B l a i r s t own for children with
canc e r. Mr. and Mrs. Citron said
t h ey were both extremely move d
by this particular program.

Ò Iwas crying at my site visit,
c r y i n g ,ÓMrs. Citron said.

Ò W h a t Õs hard about this pro-
gram is that some of these kids

wil l not be there next year,ÓM r.
Citron added. ÒThey Õre going to
camp and they know they Õr e
going to die, they know it. There
is not much else that can be done
but they will  try.Ó

The camp is free of charge, and
is supported by donations that
come from sources li ke the
Charles Lafitte Foundation. The
medical staff, doctors and nurses,
all from the Memorial Sloan-
Kettering Cancer Center in New
York  donate their time to prov i d e
medical supervision of the high-
est quality for the children who
a t t e n d .

Ò T h ey can receive all treat-
ments there, they donÕt have to
miss a beat,ÓMrs. Citron said.
Ò T h ey can do chemo and radia-
tion there and not to have miss
c a m p .Ó

She said what make s
Happiness is Camping, which
accepts children from all over the
c o u n t r y, so unique is that it
a l l ows children who are sick to
bring their siblings along, as well.

Ò You have three children, you
want them all to go to camp
t o g e t h e r, but you canÕt because
one is really suffering. You can
send them all  together as a fa m i-
ly [at Happiness is Camping],Ó
she said. ÒItÕs a highly unusual
thing, many camps do not do
t h a t .Ó

M r. Citron said funds from the
Charles Lafitte Foundation went
t oward a new infirmary at the
camp. Given that the camp is not
an actual hospital, he said the
m o n ey helped ensure that the
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Je f f rey & Suzanne Ci t ron lay the foundation
so that others can build a better future

ÒThe money they donate d
paid for the building

which houses the police
d e p a r tmentÕs gy m .

Ñ Michael Palmer
Brielle Police Chief
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His knowledge and his
money and resources
are the backbone now

of our whole technolog y
system.

Ñ Joseph Torrone
Brielle School Superintendent

ÒI loo k for ward to con-
t inuing our effor ts in
fulf illing  the mission  of
the  founda tio n and bet-
tering people Õs live s.

Ñ Jennifer Vertetis
President ofthe foundation

Ò
Brielle residents Jeffrey and Suzanne Citron [above] purchased their Linden Lane proper ty in

1996. They knocked down the two homes that once stood on the proper ty and construct ed their
current home, which sits overlooking the picturesque Manasquan River.

For Brielle resident Jeffrey Citron [above], a dog really is manÕs best friend Ñ he and his wife, Suzanne, named their charitable
family foundation, the Charles Lafitt e Foundation, after one of their five dogs, a black labrador retriever . The foundation, which was
founded in 1999, focuses on education, childrenÕs advocacy, medical research and the arts. It has donat ed millions of dollars to
numerous organizations, from funding a gym for the Brielle Police Benevolent Association, to raising $450,000 for DeirdreÕs House,
a child advocacy center in Morristown that provides services for children under 12 who are victims of abuse.


